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Franklin Roosevelt was called the most loved and the most hated 
American president since Abraham Lincoln. Like Lincoln, he had 
to hold the country together-first against the internal threat 

of economic disaster, then against the military dictators who 
wanted to make slaves of the free world. 


Yesterday, December 7, 
1941, a day that will live in 
infamy, the United States 
was attacked by the 
forces of the Empire of 
Japan. 


The year wags Yeo SN) fe Good 
1882. A doctor's rw SS ‘ St evening, sir. 
buggy hurried to S 

Springwood, an 

estate in Hyde 

Park, New York. 


January 30, at 
quarter to nine, 
my Sallie had a 
splendid, large 


In a few weeks he was christened* at the nearby chapel. 


| ‘ — Franklin 
ag Delano 
Roosevelt! 


* to give a name to at baptism 
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As Franklin grew, his father taught him many things. 


a 4 IZ 0 ag 


I love sailing 
more than 
anything. 


You have sailing 

in your blood! You 
are a Delano not a 
Roosevelt! 


When I was eight years old I sailed 
to China on one of my father's 
sailing ships! 


You get letters 
from all over the 
world. Could [ 
start a collection 
of interesting 


There were indoor things too ... 


Read any 
books you find 
interesting! 


Thank you. I 
like geography 
and history, 
especially 
naval history. 


For school he had a private 
teacher and had to follow a strict 
schedule. 


Your winter schedule: up at 
seven, breakfast at eight, lessons 
from nine to twelve. Then 
outdoors for an hour of exercise, 
lunch, and lessons again until 4 
o'clock. 
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Franklin had quite | Cousin Theodore has been made 

a few couging New York police commissioner. He's 
around. One a very successful politician, too bad 
wag Theodore he’s a Republican. 

Roosevelt. 


Nonsense! Politics is no career for a 
gentleman. 


Maybe I'll go 
into politics 
someday. 


Groton is the finest school 
in the country. We entered 
you the year it opened, 

=y when you were two years 


It’s like a college 
campus. 


trains to 


We'll go first to the 
headmaster's office, 
Dr. Endicott Peabody. 


Massachusetts, a He is a fine educator. 


then a carriage. 


. 


Later they 
went to 
Franklin’s 
room. 


His grades are 
very good! 


The school 
year passed 
quickly. The 
boys began 
to talk about 
gummer 


You'll like it 
when you are 
used to it. 


It’s stricter than home! We start with 
a cold shower at 6:30, and end by 
dressing in evening clothes for dinner. 


And a special note from Dr. Peabody. 
“He strikes me as an intelligent and 
faithful scholar and a good boy.” 


We have a summer place 
on Campobello Island 

j up between Maine and 
Canada and a sailboat 
called the Half-Moon. It’s 
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All right, a 
hard to port! 


2 
a 


After three At Groton we were told I'll spend some of my 
years at Groton, what to do with every spare time managing 

he enrolled ag minute of time. Here, we the freshman football 
make up our own minds. team. How about 


a freshman 

at Harvard 
University in 
Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. . . ; 
It wag 1900. => 


(8 Y/: 
: s e 
Ar = 
I want to be a reporter on the lr And I’m joining the Harvard 
Harvard Crimson newspaper. That Republican Club. My cousin, 
Teddy Roosevelt, is the 
Republican candidate 


for vice president of the 
United States! 


HH EF 
I don’t know what my father 7 pip 


would say. He’s a Democrat! 
students 


marched 


McKinley and My classes are going well. I f 
Ron cecil were & | things at go to lots of parties. And I’ve ¥ 


lected! Wiken Harvard, been chosen as areporter FI 
McKinley oe dear? for the Harvard Crimson. 


assassinated, 
Teddy Roosevelt 
became president. 
Then Franklin’s 
father died. His 

i mother moved to 

§ Boston to be near 
her son. 


But Franklin, I suppose I will be, They hardly 
have you been| | Mama. But I've met Some of them have | cond like 
joi lots of splendid te WOER at pabt MMe) ecclies of 
asked to join a 
fellows who don't jobs just to eat while people you 
even care about they attend school. 
should choose 


clubs. TT for friends. 


a] But Franklin kept on meeting and 
a> making friends with all sorts of 
people. 


One holiday, Franklin traveled by 
train to Hyde Park. 


Why, aren't 
you my cousin 
Eleanor? 


Franklin 
Roosevelt! How 
nice to see you. 


Of course, 


I've only just my dear! 


returned from 
three years at 
school in England. 
This winter I'll live 
with Aunt Edith in 
New York. 


I hope to see 
you there! 
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Mother is in the parlor car. 
Won't you come back and chat 
with her? 


Eleanor Roosevelt, an orphan, was 
Franklin’s fifth cougin. They had 
not met for several years. 


I don’t really care 
much for dances and that! Lam 
parties. I prefer my just learning 
work at the Children’s how many 
Aid Society and the poor people 
settlement houses. hero ane 


who need 


I admire 


.. and at Harvard. | Next year as 


What a 
shame, 


A hay-ride and Aoi 


a picnic, what 
a fine idea! 


It will only 
I am the luckiest I had no idea!] | mean that you 
man in the world. You are both will have two 
I have proposed ; children to love 
to Eleanor, and you instead of 
she has accepted 


They waited, This is one wedding 
but did not where the bride is 
change their not the center of 
minds. They attention. 

were married on 

March 17, 1905. 

Eleanor’s uncle, 

President Teddy 

Roosevelt, gave 

the bride away. 


editor of the 
Crimson, I'll 
campaign for 

a better team 
and more 
student support 


| for it! 


Eleanor is 
a dear girl. 
Perhaps if 
you wait 
awhile, go 
with me 
on a spring 
cruise. 


On a honeymoon trip to Europe, 
they visited the Italian Alps ... 


At home again, 
Franklin entered a law 
firm in New York. They 
get up a household 
next to his mother, 
and soon there were 
two babies. 


The New York 
Democrats 
want me to 

run for the 
state Senate. 
I'd like to, it’s | 
more of a 
public service 
job than my 
law practice. 
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It is more 
wonderful than 
I had imagined. 


I would like to 
take care of Anna 
and Elliot myself. 


SAN! 8 Gh 


They think it’s a 
hopeless district 
for a Democrat, 
but I intend to win! 


Nothing 
else could 
be so 
lovely! 


Oh no, my dear! 
You must have a 
nurse for each 


I hope you 
do, if that’s 
what you 
want! 


a 


.. and Venice. 


No Democrat 
had won in 
Dutchess 

1 County since 


1] 1356. But 


Franklin 
hired a red 
car and 
covered the 


moved to 
Albany, 

the state 
capital. 
Their houge 
was always 
full of 
politicians. 


Franklin 
went aga 


delegate to the 


Democratic 
Convention 
to name a 
candidate for 
president. 


That's Franklin Roosevelt. 
Seems like a nice young 
fellow. 


First time anybody 
campaigned from a car in 
New York State. 


—! 


% ww, | 


'f " L ¥ 
o | ; 
Franklin won by more than 
1,000 votes. 
I like it, I often join the 
talks! And I keep plenty 


of cheese and crackers 
on hand. 


How do you stand it? 
And how do you ever 
manage? 


On her own for the first time, 
Eleanor was learning that she could 


More than anything, I 
want to see Woodrow 
Wilson as president. 


You are just the kind of 
young liberal we want 
on our side! 
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Wilson was elected. In Washington 


for the inauguration, Franklin met 


Daniels again. 


I'm to be Wilson's 
secretary of the 
navy. How would 
you like to be my 
assistant? 


Mr. Secretary, 
we need to 
\ build up our 
navy! 


World War 
I began in 
Europe. 
Germany's 
submarines 
sank many 
ships, 
including 
American 


Fine! Make your arrangements 
to move to Washington. 


It’s the job I'd 
like above all 
others! I've 
loved ships and 
naval history 
all my life! 


I want that too. But 
Secretary Daniels and 
the president feel it 
might lead to war. 


We do need a strong navy! 
But I am beginning to 
understand the president. 
It is terrible to have to send 
men to fight and die. 


| 


De By then, Roosevelt had four sons. 


In 1917 President 
Wilson asked 
Congress to 
declare war 
ae 


Franklin 

and Eleanor 
were at the 
Paris Peace 
Conference 
that ended the 
war. Wilgon 
presented 

a plan for 
peace which 
included a 
League of 
Nations. 


At the 1920 Democratic 

Convention, James M. Cox of Ohio 

was nominated for president. 
Who do you Franklin D. 
want for vice Roosevelt of 
president, Mr. yee York! 


The United States must join the 
League or it will never work! 


The world must be made safe for 
democracy. We have no selfish ends to 


But the 

| United 
States 
turned away 
from Europe 
and refused 
to join. 

A Roosevelt 
kept on 
fighting for 
the League. 


{ It was a big surprise. Everybody at 
4 the convention voted for Franklin. 


I will make speeches all over 
the country to persuade the 
United States to join the League 
of Nations in its struggle for a 
. peaceful world. 


FRANKLIN 0, ROOSEVELT 1S 


He made three trips across the * Some of the men with us think 
country, speaking to people you will be president someday, 
everywhere. Franklin. 


1920 was a Republican year. 
The Democratic candidate lost. 
But Franklin became known all 
over the country. 


I must have 
caught a cold, I 
ache all over. 


The amount of recovery 
depends mostly on the 
patient, his willpower, 
and his courage. He 
must not give up. 


The time has come 
for Franklin to give 
up politics and live 
at Hyde Park as a 
country gentleman. 


Franklin’s 
friend and 
political 
chief of 
staff. He 
talked with 
Eleanor and 
Franklin’s 
mother. 


Soon Franklin could not move hig 
legs. The doctor came. He gent 
for a specialist. 


Will he 


He has polio, infantile 
recover? 


paralysis, it is called. We 
know so little about it. 


NS 


Franklin never 
gives up! And I 
will help him. 


He went to 

a New York 
hospital. 
Then he wags 
gent home. 
He could be 
lifted into a 
wheelchair, 
but his leqs 
were useless. 
He was often 
in pain. 


It would kill him 
to give up! He 
could never live 
as an invalid. 


I've said 

it over 

and over, 
he will be 
president 
someday. 
This polio 
makes no 
difference. 
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Ag for Franklin ... While Franklin 


recovers, you 


I am not sick! [ won't let anyone must keep the 
think of me as sick! And if my Roosevelt name 
legs are weak, I'll build up the before the public. 


rest of me. 


The doctors 
told Franklin 
to swim. 
Supported by 


| water, he could | @im 

a exercise his 

legs. In 1924 
he went to 
Warm Springs, 
Georgia. 


He worked at 
a job. He was 
active again 
in politics. 

In 1928 he 
was elected 
governor of 
New York 
and returned 
to Albany. 


Enter politics! 
Make ppeeches: 


There is feeling in my toes 

for the first time since my 

attack. I'll come here every He started 

winter until my legs are a group to 
turn Warm 
Springs into 
a treatment 
center 
for the 
crippled and 
handicapped. 


I am starting an 
Inhis second | emergency relief agency. 
term as Other states want to 
governor copy it. 
a terrible 
depression hit 
the country. 
Businesses 
failed. Millions 
of people were 
out of work 
and poor. 


Shouldn't the federal 
government do 
something? People are 
in trouble all over the 
country! 


: We must help banks, 
But Herbert Hoover, the Republican industries, big businesses. 


ws Saiilen, Wes Bape ee After a while that will help 
the working man. 


I do not believe in direct relief. 
If Congress passes such a bill, 
I will not let it become law. 


We should 

, build from the 
But the “ x Bae | bottom up. We 
working man | —- y dig) K need plans that 
was starving. uid a -— put faith in the 
He could ST i} m7 forgotten man 
not wait. 4 f 4 at the bottom 
Roosevelt 4 of the economic 
madea TI) CBS) ladder! 
speech. 
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In 1932 Roosevelt wag the Democratic candidate for president. 


Starving people stood Roamed the country 
in breadlines for food ... aa looking for jobs .. 


ize 


This nation asks for action, and 
action now! Our greatest primary 
task is to put people to work. 


Roogevelt was 
elected. He 
spoke to the 


We must do something about the 
banks. I want a relief act to rush 
money to people who are starving. 
Let’s pay jobless people to build 
things the country needs. 


Y| Within three months, 
| fifteen new laws brought 
about big changes. 


20 


The “forgotten man” began to hope 
again. 


Hey, I got a } 
job today! | 
ey Nal ‘= Y 
a 4, | 
=) 5 


Oh, thank 
God! And 
thank FDR! 


4 


College students could work to pay 
for their education. 


I got much needed help. Plus you 
get enough hours of work to pay 
your tuition. 


_—) 


Young men were given a chance 
to live in camps, make money, and 
work at conservation projects. 


With that man in 
the White House, 
we're headed 
straight for 
socialism! 


And the 
taxes to 
pay for his 
schemes 
will ruin us. 


FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT al 


President Roosevelt has 
Bugs tne received the largest popular ( You hear that? You 


vote in the history of the took every state but 
country. Maine and Vermont! 


national 
election of 


But as things grew better in America, war raged in Europe. Austria, 
Czechoslovakia, and Poland fell to Hitler’s powerful German army. Then 
Holland, Belgium, France ... 


Paratroopers 
" \ } 4 Wy, tS { 


- 


Fleeing civilians were 


machine-qunned from 
airplanes. 
WO ZZ 


England 

was alone. 
German 
bombers 

came over in 
great waves. —= 


aa 


In Washington .. 


I hate war! The people of the 
country don’t want war! But 

freedom is being threatened all over 
the world, and we'll be left to fight. 


He announced a new idea. 


We will not go to war. We will lend 
England the tools to fight with, as 
one would lend a hose to a neighbor 


Early in 1941, Freedom of speech, freedom of worship, 
he spelled freedom from want, freedom from fear 
out his long of aggression everywhere in the world! 
term goals 

for peace, 

the Four 

Freedoms. 


Tie 


mi 
At 3 


Yesterday, December 7, 
1941, a day that will live in 
infamy, the United States 
was attacked by the forces 
of the Empire of Japan. 


Then, on 
December 7, the 
Pacific fleet at 
Pearl Harbor 
was attacked 
without warning 
by Japanese 
planes. The 
next morning 
he addressed 
Congress. 
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a3 


———— Factories built planes and tanks instead of refrigerators il 


% 


The whole 
country 
backed 
the 
President 
and the 
war effort. 


Eleanor took 


m the president's 


greeting to 
men fighting 
in the South 
Pacific. 


and cars. 


Jameg in the U.S. 
Marines ... 


ou 


The president went to places like And there were still politics and 
Casablanca, Yalta, and Tehran to elections. 
meet with other world leaders. Everything in me It would be 


cries out to go hard for 
home to Hyde Park. | anyone else 
But it is dangerous to take over 
to change horses in | in this crisis. 
midstream. 


me 
Ec : He was re-elected for a third term, 


and a fourth. 


The work, my friends, is peace. 
More than an end of this 
war—an end to the beginnings 
of all wars! 


He never 
stopped 
planning for a 
peaceful world. 
In March 1945 
he went to 
Warm Springs 
and dictated a 
speech. 


He collapsed. 
A doctor 
came quickly. 
But four 
hours later 
Franklin 

§ Roosevelt 
was dead 

Sa of a brain 
hemorrhage. 


On April 
as an artist 
painted his 
portrait, 

suddenly ... 
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po -, ; a © a 
Eleanor flew to Warm Springs. Then once again, a funeral 
train carried the casket of a dead president across the 
country. 


By hig own 
wish, President 
Roosevelt's last 
resting place 
was in the rose 
garden at Hyde 


f Franklin Roosevelt had come home f 
at last. J 


A ke 


1 Die ey 
Amelia Earhart 
Thomas Edison 
Albert Einstein 
Benjamin Franklin 
Houdini 
Thomas Jefferson 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Abraham Lincoln 
Charles Lindbergh 
Elvis Presley 
Jackie Robinson 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Babe Ruth 
George Washington 
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